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EXCLUSION OF A STUDENT FROM CLASS OR SCHOOL 
 
 

1) PURPOSE 
Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board (HPEDSB) recognizes that the Education Act gives 
all students the right to attend school, subject to certain limited exceptions. One such exception is the 
circumstance in which a student poses such a significant risk to the physical and/or mental well-being 
of themselves or other students that the student must be excluded from attending their class or school 
as the only means possible to ensure student safety. 

 
2) AUTHORITY 

The authority to exclude a student is outlined in Section 265(1)(m) of the Education Act, which states 
that it is the duty of a school principal: 
“…subject to an appeal to the board, to refuse to admit to the school or classroom a person whose 
presence in the school or classroom would in the principal’s judgment be detrimental to the physical or 
mental well-being of the pupils.” 

 
3) EXCLUSION 

The Ministry of Education’s Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) 145: Progressive Discipline and 
Promoting Positive Student Behaviour states that the exclusion of a student is not to be used as a 
disciplinary measure. The Board therefore restricts the use of an exclusion to the limited circumstances 
where a principal deems it necessary to exclude a student from their class or school in order to ensure 
the safety of students.  Exclusion is a last resort, to be imposed only after all other measures to 
maintain safety have been exhausted. Once imposed, an exclusion shall only remain in effect for as 
long as needed to reasonably provide for the physical and mental well-being of students. 

 
Students have the right, under the Education Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code, to attend school 
without discrimination on grounds protected under the Code, including disability. The Code imposes a 
duty to accommodate students with disabilities up to the point of undue hardship, considering cost, 
outside sources of funding, if any, and health and safety requirements. The Ontario Human Rights 
Code has primacy over all other provincial legislation, regulations, and ministry and board policies and 
procedures. An exclusion of a student with a disability will only be appropriate when all 
accommodations of their disability, to the point of undue hardship, have been considered, and where 
appropriately implemented, safety is still a significant concern.  

 
A principal considering whether to exercise their judgement to impose an exclusion under Section 
265(1)(m) of the Education Act must discuss the decision with the school group superintendent and 
proceed in accordance with Procedure 391: Exclusion of a Student from Class or School. 
 
An excluded student has the right to continue to receive educational services during the period of 
exclusion. 
 
A student who is subject to an exclusion has a right to appeal to the Board of Trustees, in accordance 
with Procedure 391: Exclusion of a Student from Class or School. 
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Legal References: 

 The Education Act Section 265(1)(m) 

 Ontario Human Rights Code 
 
Resources: 

 Procedure 391: Exclusion of a Student from Class or School 

 Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) 145: Progressive Discipline and Promoting Positive Student 
Behaviour 

 


